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The 1980 Fal1 meeting of the Association convened on September
26 with an especial1y memorable program by Jere Jackson (Stephen
F. Austin State University) on "Dietrich Anton Wilhelm Rulfs, 1848-
1926: Master Architect of Nacogdoches." The Friday evening session
was held in the Zion Hill Baptist Church, which Rulfs designed, and
later members and guests moved to Dr. and Mrs. Jackson's home for
a reception. The Saturday morning sessions attracted 106 registrants.
Session II, ~'Life in the Oil Fields," featured an oral history presentation
by Bobby H. Johnson (Stephen F. Austin State University) entitled
"Scenes from an Oil Field." Johnson's presentation was partially
illustrated by drawings and paintings by Mrs. Charlotte Baker Mont-
gomery which eventually will be houscd at the oil industry museum in
Kilgore. Carol Cox (UT at Tyler) presented a paper entitled "Sis
Dickerson; East Texas Law Enforcement Agent" on the same session.
Meanwhile, a concurrent session on Federal Projects in East Texas was
chaired by Keith McFarland (East Texas State University) which
featured papers by D. Clayton Brown (Texas Christian University) on
"The Trinity River Canal" and by Michael G. Wade (Mississippi County
Community College, Blytheville, Arkansas) on "The Woodlake Com-
munity." Following a mid-morning break two additional sessions con-
vened. One, chaired by James V. Reese (Stephen F. Austin State
University) concerned Civil Rights in Texas. It featured papers by
James Smallwood (Oklahoma State University) on "Lyndon B. Johnson
and Civil Rights" and by J. Herschel Barnhil1 (Oklahoma State Univer-
sity) on "Brooks Hays and Civil Rights." At the same time a session
on Convict Labor in Texas was chaired by Herman L. Crow. At this
session T. Michael Parrish (Austin) discussed "The Texas Convict Lease
System," and Donald R. Walker (Texas Tech University) presented a
paper on "The Mineola Convict Labor Camp."
President Frank Smyrl presided at the Association luncheon. Ruth
Byrd Winfrey of Austin presented a paper of "The Texas Centennial."
Howard Martin of Houston received the C. K. Chamberlain Award for
the best article to appear in Volume XVII of the Journal. In the busi-
ness session which followed the luncheon Marion Holt of Lamar Uni-
versity was elected Presidcnt of the East Texas Historical Association
for 1980-1981. Max Lale of Marshall was elected First Vice-President,
and Irvin May of Texas A&M University was named Second Vice-
President. J. Milton Nance and John C. Britt were elected to terms
on the Board of Directors. A constitutional amendment providing for
the immediate past president to serve a one year tefm as a member
of the Board of Directors was passed and made effective as of that
date. The number of directors was increased to nine.
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The Virginia Museum has received a grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities to support research in preparation for
a traveling exhibition on Painting in the South; the show is scheduled
to open in Richmond in September, 1983. The exhibition and catalog
will present not only a survey of thc stylistic developments of painting
in the South, but also a statement about the social, economic and his-
torical factors unique to the South that affected and supported the
region's painting heritage. The Museum solicits information on Southern
painters and on works that depict Southern subjects in both public and
private collections. They include East Texas in the "South," so anyone
who has information on an East Texas painter should contact Susan
E. Strickler, Special Projects Director, Virginia Museum, Boulevard
and Grove Avenue, Richmond, Virginia, 23221.
Southern Historical Art (2100 Grayson Valley Drive, Birmingham,
Alabama, 35235) announces an "artistic chronology" of the "War
Between the States." Scenes dipicted promise to present accurately the
historical event involved. Persons interested in subscribing to the series
should contact Robert R. Hardy at the above address.
The Institute of Texas Cultures (Box 1226, San Antonio, Texas,
78294) received a grant from the Piper Foundation to develop a travel-
ing trunk program, "Texas Indians Who Lived in Houses." Monies
from this grant went to research, acquired artifacts, and develop study
aids for the exhibit. Teachers or libraries interested in booking the
exhibit should contact the Institute.
The Sam Rayburn Library of Bonham (Box 309, 75418) has
inaugurated a newsletter to inform the public of its resources and pro-
gramatic activities. Persons interested in receiving it should write the
Library.
The Civil War Press Corps (P. O. Box 461, Martin, Tennessee,
38237) extends an invitation to interested persons who wish to make
sure that THE War is reported accurately in newspapers, radio, televi-
sion and in public discussions. They are interested in folks who favor
either side in the Late-Unpleasantness. Membership costs $8 for the
first year, $5 thereafter. This earns you a handsome membership card
and a monthly newsletter.
If you think an ancestor is buried in Leon County, Texas, but
you don't know where, the Leon County Genealogical Society may be
able to help you. They will check THE LEON COUNTY CEMETERY
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RECORDS for a fee of $1 per name and a stamped, self-addressed
envelope. Persons wishing to have the records checked should send
their queries to Cherie Hopkins, P. O. Box 333, Buffalo, Texas, 75831.
We received the following communication from Senator Lloyd
Bentsen:
Dear Friends:
As you may be aware, the Federal tax incentives for historic
preservation have proved to be most popular and effective. According
to estimates by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, the
relatively small revenue loss due to these provisions has averaged about
$813 million in private investment in historic preservation.
These provisions are rapidly growing in popularity and in use.
However, they are scheduled to expire in 1981, and under the law all
work must be completed before the expiration date in order to be eligible
for this favorable tax treatment. Due to the long lead times required to
properly plan and carry out delicate restoration work on historic build-
ings, failure to act quickly will curtail many top-flight projects.
In order to correct this problem, I have introduced legislation to
extend all of these provisions, including both incentives to rehabilitate
certified historic structures and disincentives to prevent their destruction,
through 1986. This bill, S. 2881, is being co-sponsored by 14 other
Senators.
Knowing of your active interest in the historic preservation effort,
I wanted to call this bill to your attention and ask your support for it.
Grass-roots efforts throughout the country are the most effective form
of support, and your efforts will aid greatly in the passage of this valu-
able legislation.
Sincerely,
Lloyd Bentsen.
Finally, the Association's members are saddened by the loss of
two good friends. Lois Williams Parker, a member of the Board of
Directors, died on February 23, 1980, and former President Robert C.
Cotner died on September 23, 1980. George Briggs, minister of the
Spindletop Unitarian Church of Beaumont prepared the Memorial for
Lois Parker, and James V. Reese wrote a remembrance of Robert C.
Cotner.
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Lois Williams Parker
Lois Williams Parker, who died on February 23, 1980, was a
gracions daughter of the south and a citizen of the world. The range
of her interests and sympathies was seen in her membership in organiza-
tions as diverse as the Texas Folklore Society and the United Nations
Association. Lois was influenced by many sensitive thinkers, one of
whom was Albert Schweitzer. It is my understanding that Lois applied
Schweitzer's principle of "Reverence for Life" with fewer exceptions
than Schweitzer allowed for himself.
Lois' integrity was embodied in her work as a researcher. She
was never satisfied just to have a striking quotation. She always wanted
to know the context. On more than one occasion when I had used a
quotation in a sermon, Lois asked for the citation, so she could "look
it up" for herself.
Lois was intensely proud of her family. The foreign students who
enjoyed her hospitality over the years were also part of her family, and
she loved them deeply. I have never known a more loyal person than
Lois. She was loyal to her ideals, but most of all she was loyal to her
family and friends. Her senSe of family and friends was one with her
sense of history.
Lois had travelled widely and seen much of the world. She had
hoped to see more of it. Yet, even though her life was cut short, it
was a full life. The courage Lois displayed strengthened all of us who
knew her. Throughout her life, Lois Williams Parker had a wonderful
way of passing her enthusiasm on to others. We continue to share
those enthusiasms.
Robert C. Cotner
Dr. Robert C. Cotner, who died on September 23, 1980, was a
long and devoted member of the East Texas Historical Association.
Born in Cleveland, Ohio, on November I, 1906, he came to Texas as
a young mao, received his undergraduate training at Baylor, went back
north for a master's from Brown, and completed his academic training
at Harvard where he was awarded the Ph.D. He taught in high schools
in Texas for several years, served as history professor and dean of men
at Henderson State and Stetson Universities before moving to the Uni-
versity of Texas in Austin in 1940. He remained on that faculty for
over thirty-five years. During those years he also taught summer
sessions at the Universities of Virginia and Kentucky.
Dr. Cotner's contributions as a scholar were many. His monu-
mental biography of Governor James Hogg filled a fundamental gap in
this state's history and left not only us but also generations of scholars
EAST TEXAS mSTORICAL ASSOCIATION 45
to come in his debt. He carefully edited Hogg's state papers, a volume
on urban development in modern Texas and another on the state
capitol. He also was co-editor of several editions of a most successful
book of readings for use in the college American history survey courses.
He was a dedicated scholar. I once heard his wife observe that for a
quarter century she lived with two men-Bob and Hogg.
He was also a dedicated member of our guild. In addirion to his
active memberships in the national associations, Bob was a pillar in
state and regional groups. Most noteworthy, it seems to me, was his
willingness to help this group and its West Texas counterpart, when
many of his fellow "professionals" looked the other way.
Dr. Cotner was a fine teacher. He entered the classrooms always
prepared. Questions received careful consideration and, no matter how
inane, a courteous response. He found time to consult with students,
regardless of whether they were freshmen or graduates. He had a way
of finding a kind word of praise for even the most hopeless of his charges
to soften his honest criticism. Bob was especially effective with those
students whose academic status was marginal, helping them work
through their problems and get back on the road to academic success.
But perhaps most important, Bob was a friend. Always a gentle-
man, he extended friendship even to those with whom he disagreed. If
you were on campus and needed a ride, drop by that cluttered office
in Garrison Hall, and he would provide it. If you were in Austin on
research and your typewriter broke down, Bob would find you one to
use. There are few of us who knew him who did not profit from his
kind consideration of others. We, and the world, are better for his
having been here. We will miss him, more than we know, I fear.
